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PHILOSOPHY AND THE NATURE OF MORALITY:
THE ABOLITION OF MAN, C.S. LEWIS Logos I-Philosophy Lucie Steiner
In C.S. Lewis' "The Abolition of Man," it is proposed that objective value 1 exists in the Tao and, the ability of people to discover these common moral 'truths' is proof of their existence. In this essay, I will argue that Lewis' theory of moral objectivity holds more weight than moral sentimentalism, because once we object to the existence of objectivity, and morality becomes subjective, the need to seek out an ethical existence becomes self-invalidating since there is no common objective amongst humanity. This subjective view of ethics is similar to the idea that we should not privilege a universal idea of morality because it would be comparing different cultures to each other 28 , and taking a stand on which have better or worse rules about how to live a good life. To Lewis, believing in different things is not the issue, but rather how we recognise these beliefs as appropriate or inappropriate 29 . If everything is relative and subjective, his view of ethics falls apart because it reduces the Tao to opinions and not 'truths'. Hume conjectures that our view of appropriate and inappropriate feelings is measured by the idea of sympathy and moral sentiments 30 . Everything we feel as humans is good or bad, approving or disapproving, is related to our experience of the world and a "general point of view" 31 where we use sympathy to gather collective notions of character to arrive at moral conclusions for ourselves 32 . His view claims that we often see moral behaviour in terms of utility 33 , but virtuousness is only a product of the actions we perform for self-approval 34 . Therefore, the moral value is discoverable by society because certain actions tend to bring utility and afford us individual satisfaction, and we repeat these actions because they give the best outcomes. This does not mean that moral truth is invented by convention, but recognises that there is some intuitiveness 35 that what is ethically best for the individual seems to also benefit society. Since society is made up of individuals, we can consider that there must be some common link between us or a priori knowledge of what is morally right driving us towards virtuous action, which evidences the objectivity of moral truth. Therefore, these must be self-evident, which makes them objective. 36 Furthermore, even if morality is self-driven, because humans are often connected to societies everything exists in relation to the self. Even if society does not play a major role in our ethical decision-making, it is still reflective of it, and eventually good and bad behaviour will define itself within this framework and recognise certain objective truths. 
